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of use:. By the end of May, will the governor be able to stop the courts from hearing the last gasp case over the constitutionality
of the state’s new estate tax? After the January ballot failed to replace the $220 million annual death tax, Massachusetts leaders
approved an emergency bill to cut its losses. The new law took effect July 1. The $220 million death tax was the cornerstone of
the $2.5 billion 2011 state budget, and the new law sought to stave off economic disaster by slashing the tax. “One of the two
largest components of the death tax is going to be dealt with,” said Michael Widmer, the new governor’s budget director. “A
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great many people who will be facing this tax may have to do it from behind their kitchen sink.” According to Widmer, more
than half of the state’s taxpayers have household incomes of $110,000 or less. Those earning less than $10,000 will likely be
eligible for a federal tax exemption. Widmer said that after July 1, a taxpayer can sell an inherited asset without paying any

estate tax, as long as it is sold for less than $1.2 million. The new law was a marked turnaround for a governor who campaigned
on a pledge to replace the death tax. A year ago, he called it a “terrible tax” and said it would drive “top talent” out of state. It

was the first budget of his term and he was anxious to protect the tax, he said. Democratic Governor Deval Patrick campaigned
in 2011 on a pledge to replace the death tax and called it a “terrible tax” that will drive “top talent” out of state. The state

increased its death tax from 4.35 percent to 6.25 percent in 2010, making Massachusetts the highest-taxed state for large estates
and companies. The death tax is a unique burden for the state. Only three other states have an estate tax, and only Massachusetts

and Connecticut have death taxes that are not mirrored in the federal tax 82157476af
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